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Art and Architecture in Dubai 
 

 
Dubai is a fascinating city where modern and historical influences are reflected in art 
and architecture of Dubai. The vision of Dubai is embedded in a constant forward and 
upward reaches for the next and best thing, but the ancient mosques and the old city 
of Dubai pays tribute to its cultural roots and history. The dynamic and progressive 
nature of Dubai embraces modern art but promotes and builds on its rich Arabian 
identity and preserving its national heritage. 

 

Art Galleries 
1. Cuadro Fine Art Gallery, Sheikh Zayed Road 

Cuardo has quickly become one of the UAE’s premier contemporary and modern art 
venues since its opening in 2008. Cuardo features art pieces from the local and 
international art communities. 

2. XVA Gallery, DIFC 
The XVA Gallery has pioneered contemporary Middle Eastern art in Dubai and is one 
of the foremost contemporary art galleries in the Middle East. The gallery features 
artwork designed by prominent, local artists. 

3. Art Couture, Dubai Marina 
Art Couture displays a mix of both local and international artists and holds various art 
exhibitions and events. 

4. Miraj Islamic Art Centre, Jumeirah 
This gallery showcases an array of cultural artworks that pay homage to the distinct 
history and traditions of the Islamic faith.  

5. ArtSpace, Sheikh Zayed Road 
Tourists will be able to devote their time to exploring a blend of Middle Eastern and 
contemporary art. Art Space is dedicated to promotion of Contemporary Middle 
Eastern Art and Artists.  

6. Kenza Art Gallery, Souk Madinat Jumeirah 
The gallery offers tourists the chance to see some artworks generated by local art 
talent and contemporary art from international emerging art scenes. Kenza 
showcases local artist Sumaira K. Isaacs who has shown work in the prestigious Mina 
A’Salam and Grand Hyatt Hotel. 

7. The Pavilion, Downtown Dubai 
The Pavilion is the ideal art gallery for keen art lovers to have a coffee and roam 
around to be captivated by local and international art. It is a dedicated art space to 
view, discuss and participate in works by local and international artists. 

8. Opera Gallery, Dubai International Finance Centre 
The Opera Gallery holds renowned artworks from great artists such as Picasso, Dali, 
Monet and Renoir, modern sculptures, photography and international art from China, 
North America and the Middle East. 
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9. Green Art Gallery, Al Quoz  

Representing a multi-generational mix of artists, the Gallery's program is focused on 
contemporary artists from the Middle East, North Africa, South Asia, Turkey and 
beyond. 

10. Ayyam Gallery, DIFC 
Ayyam Gallery is one of the Middle East’s premier art spaces, representing some of 
the region’s most prominent contemporary artists. With a selection of cutting-edge 
painting, sculpture and photography, the gallery has sought to promote the Arab 
World’s dynamic cultural scene at home and abroad. 

11. Alserkal Avenue Gallery, Al Quoz 
What at first glance looks like a block of warehouse spaces, within the avenue it 
houses over ten contemporary art galleries, each representing different artists and its 
own identity. Among them are Carbon12, Gallery Isabelle Van Den Eynde, Grey 
Noise as wells as other creative spaces such as Mojo and Shelter. The newly opened 
Salsali Private Museum encourages the culture of collection by offering information 
about the art scene in the Middle East and North Africa as wells as connecting art 
collectors from across the globe to the UAE. 

12. The Majlis Galllery; Bastakiya, Bur Dubai 
The Majis Gallery, opened its doors as an art gallery in 1989. Its mission was to 
promote the works of artists of international standing and to become a meeting place 
for creative minds. The gallery has evolved into one of Dubai’s premier fine art 
galleries, a true haven for artists and art lovers alike. The gallery has a reputation for 
representing the best of local and international artists in the unique traditional wind 
towers of Dubai. 

13. Traffic, Al Quoz 
Created in 2007 as a forum for social studies, research and development, Traffic 
intends to create, exhibit and exchange. 

 

 

Art Events 

Art Dubai  (March) 
Art Dubai is an art fair that shows several different artworks from all over the world in the 
Madinat Arena, Madinat Jumeirah. 
 
Design Days Dubai (March) 
Design Days is an event that is solely focused on presenting the creative designs of furniture 
and objects to the general public. 
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Historical Architecture 
 

1. Dubai Museum 
Al Fahidi Fort, which houses the Dubai Museum, was built around 1787, and once 
guarded the landward approaches to the town. Renovated in 1971 for use as a 
museum, its colourful life size dioramas vividly depict everyday life in the days before 
the discovery of oil. Galleries recreate scenes from the Creek, traditional Arab 
houses, mosques, the souk, date farms and desert and marine life. It is the ideal 
place to explore Dubai’s rich cultural history. 

2. Bastakiya Quarter 
Roam around and explore the old city of Dubai and see various historical houses, 
wind towers and buildings in Bur Dubai. 

3. Sheikh Saeed Al-Maktoum House 
A historical site located in Bur Dubai, originally belonged to Saeed bin Al Maktoum, Al 
Maktoum who was the royal monarch in Dubai. 

4. Hatta Heritage Village 
The 16th century Hatta village provides a fine example of traditional style village 
architecture, with houses constructed from stone, mud, reeds and palm tree trunks.  

5. Jumeirah Archaeological Site 
Tourists who possess a love of archaeology will be able to explore the site in 
Jumeirah and learn about Dubai’s past 6th century during the Islamic period. 

6. Burj Nahar  
One of the many watchtowers that once guarded the old city, built in 1870, the 
restored Burj Nahar in 1992 in its picturesque gardens in Deira is popular with 
photographers. 

7. Jumeirah Mosque  
A beautiful mosque in Jumeirah Road that is open to the public to discover more 
about the Islamic religion. 

8. Bait Al Wakeel  
Built in 1934 by the late Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum, Bait Al Wakeel was 
the first office building in Dubai. At the edge of the Creek near the abra landing, the 
building’s restoration was completed in 1995. Due to the important characteristics 
such as signed architectural and aesthetic elements of the building it has been 
selected as a distinct heritage restaurant. It is a great place to have lunch in a 
heritage building while overlooking spectacular views of the Dubai Creek. 
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Historical Architecture continued 

 
9. Al Ahmadiya School & Heritage House  

Established in 1912, Al Ahmadiya School was the first regular school in Dubai, 
located in the Al-Ras area of Deira. The two-storey building was renovated in 1995 for 
use as a museum of education. The oldest part of the house dates back to the 1890s, 
with many newer parts added in later years. It is a large courtyard house with more 
than 10 rooms and a rectangular wind tower. 

10. Old Souks  
The two main souks of Bur Dubai and Deira are being restored to highlight the 
historical commercial roots of the city. Both markets are covered with traditional 
roofing materials, with shops featuring old-style wooden doors. 
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Modern Architecture 
 

1. Burj Khalifa  
The world’s tallest building allows tourists the chance to marvel from the top of the 
observation deck and enjoy a view of the enchanting city of Dubai.  

2. Burj Al Arab  
Travellers will admire the beauty of the modern and chic architectural design of the 
sail-shaped hotel positioned within Jumeirah Beach. 

3. The Index 
The Index is a tall skyscraper, designed by award-winning architects Foster & 
Partners, that offers an amazing view of the entire city of Dubai. 

4. Emirates Towers 
Jumeirah Emirates Towers are iconic twin buildings that capture the picturesque 
scenery of Dubai. 

5. Almas Tower 
The Almas Tower has been ranked as the third tallest building in Dubai and is 
approximately 360 metres. 

6. The Address Downtown Dubai  
This is a sleek and stylish hotel that gives tourists a breath taking glimpse of the Burj 
Khalifa and the Dubai Fountains.  

7. Jumeirah Beach Hotel  
The stylish and unique architecture of this hotel sets itself as an icon on the Dubai 
landscape. The hotel shaped like a breaking wave complements the sail-shaped Burj 
Al Arab, which is adjacent to the hotel. 

8. Dubai Marina  
The marina is entirely man-made and has been developed by the real estate 
development firm Emaar Properties of the United Arab Emirates. The marina will 
contain over 200 high-rise buildings and some supertall skyscrapers, Dubai Marina 
Towers, The Torch Dubai Marina, Infinity Tower, The Princess Tower, Number One 
Dubai Marina, Marina Terrace, Le Reve and Horizon Tower to name a few. 

9. The Palm Jumeirah  
The Palm Jumeirah is an artificial island created using land reclamation. The Palm 
Jumeirah is in the shape of a palm tree.  It consists of a trunk, a crown with 16 fronds, 
and a surrounding crescent island that forms an 11 kilometres (6.8 mi) 
long breakwater. 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palm_tree
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trunk_(botany)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frond
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breakwater_(structure)
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10. The Rose Tower 
The Rose Tower is currently the world’s 3rd tallest hotel. At a height of 330 m, it has 
72 floors and is used exclusively as a hotel. 

11. The JW Marriott Towers Hotel 
Newly built, the majestic JW Marriott Marquis Hotel is officially recognised as the 
world’s tallest hotel at 355 metres. The JW Marriott Marquis has been dubbed Dubai’s 
first world-class convention and business destination hotel.  

12. Infinity Tower 
The Infinity Tower will be the tallest twisting building in the world. Unlike the Turning 
Torso in Sweden, which is a series of cantilevered plates rotated about a straight 
structure, Infinity Tower's much larger floor plates actually require the structure to be 
twisted as it raises from level to level. Each floor is rotated by 1.2˚ to achieve the full 
90˚ spiral, creating the shape of a helix.  

13. The Palm Jumeirah Gateway Mosque 
The Palm Jumeirah Gateway Mosque is located at the gateway of the Jumeirah Palm.  
The modernistic design of the Gateway Mosque is an architectural artwork with a 
spherical dome suspended above the catenary roof, enclosing the centre of the 
mosque. The dome is clad in gold leaf both outside and within. Its 75m height above 
sea level places it well above the surrounding buildings and from other parts of the 
city, the mosque is ever changing, gradually revealing the golden dome, transforming 
in the light and glowing at night, visible from miles around. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Government of Dubai 

Department of Tourism & 

Commerce Marketing Australia  

& New Zealand Representative 

Office Level 14 Suites 5 & 6,  

3 Spring Street, Sydney, NSW 2000, Australia 

T: +61 2 9956 6620  

E: dtcm_aus@dubaitourism.ae   

W: www.dubaitourism.ae  

https://www.facebook.com/DTCM.ANZ
https://twitter.com/DTCMANZ
http://pinterest.com/dtcmanz
mailto:dtcm_aus@dubaitourism.ae
http://www.dubaitourism.ae/

